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Worship: Why We Do What We Do?  





Enlightenment instead of Entertainment:  We all love to be entertained, and while worship is not designed to be painful or dull its primary purpose is to connect an individual with the transcendent God. In order to do this we follow the worship traditions of the historic Christian church that were in turn derived from the worship pattern of the first century Jewish synagogue. The elements included in our worship are both ancient in their mode and contemporary in their language. 


Reconciliation with God and One Another:  Christians are to enter worship in humility, recognizing their own sinfulness and the forgiveness of God. Jesus instructs us to confess our sins before we approach the altar and that includes sins against another person as well as sins against God. We cannot enter true worship or receive grace apart from the awareness of our need of God’s forgiveness and cleansing.


A Decision to Trust God:  An encounter with the living God demands a moment of decision. It may be as simple as a choice to continue to be faithful. On the other hand there may be presented to the worshipper a more “Christ-like” way of thinking and acting and the choice is to practice this new discipline or to reject it.                           (Continued on page 3)





August 2011 Calendar of Events





Tuesday – August 2nd


2:00 Prayer Shawl Group (Meet in Knight Classroom) 


Wednesday – August 3rd


12:00 AA Book Meeting (Meet in Old Fellowship Hall) 


Saturday – August 6th


6:00 Alcoholics Anonymous (Meets in Fellowship Hall) 


Sunday – August 7th    Eighth Sunday after Pentecost


9:15 Early Worship   (meets in Fellowship Hall) 


10:00 Sunday School (meets in educational spaces)


11:00 Traditional Worship (meets in Sanctuary)


Monday – August 8th


7:00 Deacon Board (Meet in Knight Classroom) 


Wednesday – August 10th


12:00 AA Book Meeting (Meet in Old Fellowship Hall) 


6:15 Family Night (Meets in Fellowship Hall)


7:15 Choir Practice (Mets in Music Room)


Saturday – August 13th


8:00 Baptist Men (Meets at Bob’s Restaurant)


6:00 Alcoholics Anonymous (Meets in Fellowship Hall) 


Sunday – August 14th    Ninth Sunday after Pentecost


9:15 Early Worship   (meets in Fellowship Hall) 


10:00 Sunday School (meets in educational spaces)


11:00 Traditional Worship (meets in Sanctuary) 








Wednesday – August 17th


12:00 AA Book Meeting (Meet in Old Fellowship Hall)


Saturday – August 20th


6:00 Alcoholics Anonymous (Meets in Fellowship Hall) 


Sunday – August 21st    Tenth Sunday after Pentecost


9:15 Early Worship   (meets in Fellowship Hall) 


10:00 Sunday School (meets in educational spaces)


11:00 Traditional Worship (meets in Sanctuary)


Wednesday – August 24th


12:00 AA Book Meeting (Meet in Old Fellowship Hall)


Saturday – August 27th


6:00 Alcoholics Anonymous (Meets in Fellowship Hall) 


Sunday – August 28th   Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost


9:15 Early Worship   (meets in Fellowship Hall) 


10:00 Sunday School (meets in educational spaces)


11:00 Traditional Worship (meets in Sanctuary)


Monday – August 29th


7:00 pm Missions Committee Meeting (meets in Knight Classroom) 


Wednesday – August 31st


12:00 AA Book Meeting (Meet in Old Fellowship Hall)


Want to schedule a church event? Call the Church Secretary and Check the online calendar at  http://www.brownbearsw.com/freecal/FBCMNC





Happening This Month     





The Prayer Shawl Group will meet at 2:00 pm on August 2nd in the Knight Classroom at FBC.  


The Deacon Board will convene on Monday, August 8th at 7pm.


Family Night will be held at 6:15 on Wednesday, August 10th. (Grill night)   


Baptist Men meet on Saturday, August 13th at 8:00 for breakfast at Bob’s Restaurant. 


Missions Committee will meet at 7pm on August 29 in Knight Classroom.


  


August Birthdays: Chuck McGathy (5th); Kevin Smith (McGathy) (7th); Gray Johnson (18th); Margie Moore (20th);


Royce Richardson (24th) Joann James (27th); Elizabeth Sutphin; Carol Lemons; Vicki Boyer (30th). 





Contributors are welcome. If you have a ministry item please submit a brief article by email to �HYPERLINK "mailto:cpmcgathy@yahoo.com"�cpmcgathy@yahoo.com�  .











 








Church Needs





YOUTH MENTOR We need volunteers to go along with the youth on a September rafting trip. If this sounds like a fun event about the trip see CBFNC web site:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.cbfnc.org/" �http://www.cbfnc.org/�                              





 


SMALL GROUP LEADER Leaders are needed to conceptualize, organize, and lead small groups in the home or in the workplace. Has God placed a burden on your heart to see our church grow? This is one very powerful way you can see that happen. The possibilities are infinite. Creativity and a passion for sharing God’s love are the qualities needed. If you are ready to help please see the pastor.  


MINISTRY TO UNTOUCHED PEOPLE If you know of people in our community who are in need of ministry please share this with the pastor. What are the needs? Who could benefit from our missional approach to community ministry? How can we minister to them in the name of Jesus? 


WEDNESDAY NIGHTS We are interested in continuing our Wednesday evening sessions this Fall. If you or someone you know would like to worship and learn on Wednesday evenings please help by supporting this endeavor.


BACK PACK PALS will be resuming ministry to the hungry children in our community when school begins. Can you spare a few moments on Wednesday mornings at 11:00 to help? Please let Lisa Rose know if you would like to volunteer.


KIDS HOPE has a couple of needs. First we need to identify our mentors for the 2011-2012 school year. If our returning mentors will continue with their child from last year or if a new assignment is needed is one of our main tasks right now. There are children waiting for a mentor. If you can volunteer an hour per week with one at risk child you will be blessed and so will our community. Please read the brochure and contact Dawn McGathy or the pastor for further details and training times. A second need is to identify a co-director. Dawn’s work schedule is so demanding that she coud use some help. So we are looking for someone who has a heart for children and is willing to help in the planning and coordinating of this ministry. The task is not overwhelming, but we need a person who can help us track and keep this minstry in focus. The level of work is variable and extremely rewarding. 


YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS We are in a point of CRITICAL NEED for teachers for our youth (Middle School and High School). Curriculm choices are better than ever and are at the discretion of the teacher(s).                      












































(Continued from page 1)    Sometimes the decision is more dramatic in its implications. This may be a decision to formerly join the community of faith or in some cases to rejoin the faith. On other occasions an individual may be prompted to confess before the assembly of believers that God is leading them into special ministry. Prayers are requested and acknowledgement of call is received.


Praise - Our praise of God indicates our understanding that he does indeed love and care for us. We recognize his wisdom, power, and eternal nature through our prayers, songs, and responsive readings.


Silence - Quiet moments in our worship service do not indicate a lack of activity, but an opportunity for the inner workings of the Holy Spirit of God. 


Prayer - Whenever we communicate with God we are praying. In our silence, in our responsive readings, in the music we sing or through the words of others we are exploring avenues to talk to and to hear from God. The “Lord’s Prayer” which begins with salutation “Our Father who art in heaven,” is Jesus’ answer to the disciples request to learn how to pray and thus serves our worship as a model prayer.


Responsive Readings - Christians and Jews have a long history of verbal response in worship. This reminds us that worship is to be participatory and not a show on the stage. Furthermore it emphasizes the community aspect of worship.


Music - The music in our worship includes confessional, praise, and doctrinal, aspects as well as invitations to deeper commitment. The hymnal we use includes some ancient Christian songs (called hymns) dating all the way back to earliest days of Christianity as well as some more recent hymns written in recent years. Periodically our hymnal is updated to include newer songs.


Offertory - The offering is for everyone, regardless of how much or how little they have to give. Christians are expected to support the church through their time, talents, and treasure. This act is a response to God. For that reason, in some churches the offering is collected following the sermon. Regardless of when it is received in the order of worship, it is yet one more aspect of the experience of worship. Consider how God is asking you to give to help bring about his Kingdom. 


Scripture - The Bible has been read in Christian worship for centuries. As Christians we consider it as authoritative in our faith and practice. The readings are generally selected from Revised Common Lectionary (a systemized approach to studying the Bible based on a three year cycle). Each reading of scripture relates to the worship theme of the day and the reading of the scripture for the homily is basis for all the remarks in the sermon.    


Sermon - (Sometimes called the Homily) The proper challenge of Christian preaching is not to say something new, to say it better, or even to say it more persuasively; neither is it to say simply what is on one's mind or what is in one's heart, as if preaching were only a matter of personal testimony.  It is certainly not to say what the people want to hear, or to say what will most readily advance the prestige of the church or the preacher in the eyes of the world.  Rather, the first and fundamental challenge confronting the Christian preacher is to be faithful to the Gospel of which he or she is a minister....  The preacher is the bearer of a tradition, and Christian preaching is first of all a witness to the Gospel which is defined, interpreted, and handed on in that tradition. (Earl Shelp and Ronald Sunderland, A Biblical Basis for Ministry)


The Hymn of Commitment – Following all of the aforementioned is a formal time of response. The Hymn of Commitment is an invitation to follow God’s will for your life in some tangible way. For some it may be a decision to pledge a simple act of love or outreach toward a neighbor, while for others God may be calling them to publically profess Christ, be baptized and join the church. Any decision can be shared with the pastor by coming forward during the hymn. The pastor always leaves the pulpit to welcome those who are led by the Holy Spirit to come forward.                                        Grace,  Chuck


The Benediction - The benediction, literally “good saying” is a final word of encouragement to the church as it departs into the world. It is meant to ring in the ears and the hearts of the faithful until we worship together again. A benediction used frequently in our church says:


No matter what you have done or become or promised to be; never forget that God made you, knows all about you, and loves you unconditionally. May his Divine love change you from the inside out and when it does you will know what grace really is.  Even more realize that this pervasive, persistent, and powerful force called "grace" is the best thing you will ever discover.  And when it finds you your eyes will be opened and you will see that there really is nuthin' but grace.  Amen.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


 








Sunday School attendance for April: (1st) 51; (2nd) 52; (3rd) 38; (4th) 43.          Monthly average: 46


            Worship attendance for April: (1st) 83; (2nd) 82; (3rd) 91; (4th) 122.                 Monthly average: 95


            








The following have recently received prayer shawls: 


Donald Parker, Lynn Flanagan, Joan Grogan, Maxine Williams, Joan Southard, and Phyllis Barrett, Christian and Ashley Sparks, Fay Sharpe, Mary Louise Cardwell, Sis Roberts, Michelle Brethour, Wartha Alley, Dot Griffin, and Hospice


�Upcoming meeting date is August 2nd at 2PM to be held in Knight Classroom at the Sanctuary building.








Pastor: Rev. Dr. Charles “Chuck” McGathy 


Phone: 336-207-2055 


Email: �HYPERLINK "mailto:cpmcgathy@yahoo.com"�cpmcgathy@yahoo.com�


Church Web Site:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.firstbaptistchurchofMadison.org"�www.firstbaptistchurchofMadison.org�





Church Office: 8:30 -12 noon (M-F) Ph: 336-548-6112





Christian Education Superintendent: Dr. Herb Lewis


Children’s Education Director: Rev. Marcia McQueen


Kids Hope Director: Dawn McGathy 


Children’s Worship Director: Millie Cocklereece


Youth Director: VACANT


Missions Director: Sylvia Perkins


Music Director: Jane Scruggs


Church Secretary: Debra Greenway


Financial Secretary: Sylvia Perkins


 


First Baptist is located at 110 S. Franklin Street, 


Madison, North Carolina  27025


Services are held on Sunday at 9:15* and 11:00 am; Sunday School at 10:00 am; Family Night is held in the Fellowship Hall on the first Wednesday (following the first Sunday)**                                                                        Nursery care and Children’s Church are available. *Service suspended in Advent/Christmas tide; Choir Special and Communion Sundays.                              ** July excepted 








The Prayer Shawl group meets on a regular basis to knit shawls and other woolen items. As they knit they consider the prayer needs and then lift these before God. Once completed the shawls are brought before the church and blessed and commissioned. When the shawls are delivered there is a note of encouragement attached expressing the love and prayers of the people of First Baptist Church. If you would like to participate or contribute financially to this ministry please see coordinator Joyce Fulcher.  











We celebrate the life and mourn the passing of Rev. J.W. Allen on July 2, 2011.  Congratulations to Mary Beth Fallin and Nathaniel James who were married on July 30th.  And we welcome our brother and friend Gerald Summerlin who joined our church on July 31st.


 














