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Want to Get More Out of Worship?  





This month I’m featuring an intriguing article written by fellow Baptist Mitch Carnell. Personally I’ve had a similar experience all through my Christian life when it comes to worship. I’ve found that a attitude of expectation and active engagement do make a tremendous difference in how much I get out of the worship experience.  His article is on page 3.                                                                                                         																																																	 


    





January 2012 Calendar of Events





Sunday – January 1st      First Sunday after Christmas


10:00 Sunday School (meets in educational spaces)


11:00 Traditional Worship (meets in Sanctuary)


Monday – January 2nd


7:00 Deacon Board ( Knight Classroom)


Wednesday – January 4th


12:00 AA Book Meeting (Meet in Old Fellowship Hall)


6:15 Family Night (Meets in Fellowship Hall)


7:15 Choir Practice (Meets in Music Room) 


Thursday – January 5th Epiphany of the Lord


11:00 Back Pack Pals (Meets at Madison Presbyterian Church, Fellowship Hall)


Saturday – January 7th


8:00 Baptist Men (Meet at Bob’s Restaurant)


6:00 Alcoholics Anonymous (Meets in Fellowship Hall) 


Sunday – January 8th  Baptism of the Lord


9:15 Early Worship (Fellowship Hall) 


10:00 Sunday School (meets in educational spaces)


11:00 Traditional Worship (meets in Sanctuary)


Monday – January 9th


7:00 Church Council ( Fellowship Hall)


Tuesday – January 10th


2:00 Prayer Shawl group ( Fulcher’s home)


Wednesday – January 11th


11:00 Back Pack Pals (Meets at Madison Presbyterian Church, Fellowship Hall)


12:00 AA Book Meeting (Meet in Old Fellowship Hall)


6:00 Prayer and Word Service (Meets in Fellowship Hall)


7:15 Choir Practice (Meets in Music Room) 





Want to schedule a church event? Call the Church Secretary and check the online calendar at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.brownbearsw.com/freecal/FBCMNC" �http://www.brownbearsw.com/freecal/FBCMNC�





If you wish to add or discontinue a mailed “Church Newsletter” please write or call the church. 





Saturday – January 14th


8:00 Baptist Men (Meet at Bob’s Restaurant)


6:00 Alcoholics Anonymous (Meets in Fellowship Hall) 


Sunday – January 15th Second Sunday after the Epiphany


9:15 Early Worship (Fellowship Hall) 


10:00 Sunday School (meets in educational spaces)


11:00 Traditional Worship (meets in Sanctuary)


Wednesday – January 18th


11:00 Back Pack Pals (Meets at Madison Presbyterian Church, Fellowship Hall)


12:00 AA Book Meeting (Meet in Old Fellowship Hall)


6:00 Prayer And Word Worship Service (Meets in Fellowship Hall)


7:15 Choir Practice (Meets in Music Room)


Saturday – January 21st


6:00 Alcoholics Anonymous (Meets in Fellowship Hall) 


Sunday – January 22nd Third Sunday after the Epiphany


9:15 Early Worship (Fellowship Hall) 


10:00 Sunday School (meets in educational spaces)


11:00 Traditional Worship (meets in Sanctuary)


Wednesday – January 25th


11:00 Back Pack Pals (Meets at Madison Presbyterian Church, Fellowship Hall)


11:00 Ladies Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)


12:00 AA Book Meeting (Meet in Old Fellowship Hall)


6:00 Prayer and Word Service (Meets in Fellowship Hall)


7:15 Choir Practice (Meets in Music Room) 


Saturday – January 28th


6:00 Alcoholics Anonymous (Meets in Fellowship Hall) 


Sunday – January 29th Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany


9:15 Early Worship (Fellowship Hall) 


10:00 Sunday School (meets in educational spaces)


11:00 Traditional Worship (meets in Sanctuary)











Birthdays This Month 


January Birthdays: Dick Boyer (2nd); Ruby Hoggard (4th); James Martin (8th); Emily Angel & Joe Dillon (15th); Nick Baker (20th); Janelle Conkle (20th); Mark Baker  (24th); Nancy Carter (25th); Norma Elrod (30th).





Contributors are welcome. If you have a special ministry through our church simply submit a brief article each month by email to �HYPERLINK "mailto:cpmcgathy@yahoo.com"�cpmcgathy@yahoo.com� and it will get published.  





Contributors are welcome. If you have a ministry item please submit a brief article by email to �HYPERLINK "mailto:cpmcgathy@yahoo.com"�cpmcgathy@yahoo.com�  .











 








Church Needs and Opportunities








Grief Share. is a ministry designed to help those who have experienced significant personal lost. If you feel led to participate or help facilitate this new ministry in 2012 please see the pastor.


Wednesday Night Worship Prayer and Word Service meets on Wednesdays. This worship begins at 6pm and will be held on Wednesdays through May. (Family Nights excepted).


Prayer Ministry Soup Super This month’s Family Night will be a special donation dinner to help support our Prayer Shawl Ministry. Be sure and attend on the first Wednesday in January.


Ladies Bible Study will meet on Wednesday the 25th. The study will examine the Ten Commandments. 


Church Council will be held on Monday January 9th at 7pm. The various organizations will be represented by the leaders or their appointed representatives. 


Early Worship will resume on January 8, 2012 (9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall).


Cookbook We are now collecting recipes for a new cookbook to be published in 2012. Copies of Recipe Collection Sheets are in the sanctuary foyer. Please return your recipes to Judy Pope or Lisa Rose.


Special Offerings this season is for Global Missions to support our missionaries. Envelopes are provided in pew racks. 


Children’s Sunday School wants YOU—whatever your age or abilities! Beginning on Sunday, January 1, the Children’s Sunday School will be renewing itself!  We will leave the youth to their new discoveries in Bible study.  Chuck McGathy will be coordinating their leadership. Beginning on Sunday, January 1 at 10:00 AM, Children’s Sunday School will resume in its “normal” location—in the area above the nursery.  We will welcome Harrison Rose and any other kindergarten, first, second, third, fourth and fifth graders who would like to join us for weekly Bible learning activities. Before then, we hope to do some re-decorating in the area.  And, we will be utilizing a new curriculum which is both age-appropriate and teacher-friendly while also being theological sound and “on target” for children’s faith development. Special thanks to Royce Richardson and Serita Stewart for their continuing faithfulness to fill in when I am absent and to assist at additional times. For a meaningful commitment to the development of children’s lives:  And, last but not least, anyone interested in being teaching assistants or substitutes?  Anyone know any elementary school children (or kindergarteners) who need to be in Children’s Sunday School here at First Baptist?  If so, please contact Marcia McQueen, Children’s Sunday School coordinator: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mjmcq333@triad.rr.com" �mjmcq333@triad.rr.com� or 623-6621 (evenings).   Anyone able to invite and transport an elementary school child to Sunday School and worship on Sundays? For some practical, one time things:  Anyone want to take down the curtains and put up mini-blinds for us?  Anyone want to replace our very old and stained sink in the bathroom?  Anyone want to provide us with a large storage cabinet with doors that can be secured as needed?  Anyone want to organize our craft supplies, teaching pictures, supplementary materials?  Anyone willing to inventory our videos and DVDS in the area?  Anyone have a computer you would like to donate that will play CD-roms for interactive Bible activities?   












































In case of inclement weather please see our web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.firstbaptistchurchofmadison.org" �www.firstbaptistchurchofmadison.org�


or watch television channel 8 for an announcement.


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.fbcdanville.com/fbc/wp-content/themes/lonelyway/img/staff.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


 








Sunday School attendance for April: (1st) 51; (2nd) 52; (3rd) 38; (4th) 43.          Monthly average: 46


            Worship attendance for April: (1st) 83; (2nd) 82; (3rd) 91; (4th) 122.                 Monthly average: 95


            








The following have recently received prayer shawls: 


Magdalene Martin, Richard and Martha Greene, Connie Smith, Jennie Myrick and Gail Joyce, Weldon and Esther Sue Eaves, Bari Bare and John Burns, and Hospice��Upcoming meeting, January 10th at 2PM to be held at the Fulcher’s home.








Pastor: Rev. Dr. Charles “Chuck” McGathy 


Phone: 336-207-2055 


Email: �HYPERLINK "mailto:cpmcgathy@yahoo.com"�cpmcgathy@yahoo.com�


Church Web Site:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.firstbaptistchurchofMadison.org"�www.firstbaptistchurchofMadison.org�





Church Office: 8:30 -12 noon (M-F) Ph: 336-548-6112





Christian Education Superintendent: Dr. Herb Lewis


Children’s Education Director: Rev. Marcia McQueen


Kids Hope Director: Lloyd Brinson 


Children’s Worship Director: Millie Cocklereece


Youth Director: VACANT


Missions Director: Sylvia Perkins


Music Director: Jane Scruggs


Church Secretary: Debra Greenway


Financial Secretary: Sylvia Perkins


 


First Baptist is located at 110 S. Franklin Street, 


Madison, North Carolina  27025


Services are held on Sunday at 9:15* and 11:00 am; Sunday School at 10:00 am; Family Night is held in the Fellowship Hall on the first Wednesday (following the first Sunday)** All other Wednesday nights- Midweek Worship                                                                         Nursery care and Children’s Church are available. *Service suspended in Advent/Christmas tide; Choir Special and Communion Sundays.                              ** July excepted 








The Prayer Shawl group meets on a regular basis to knit shawls and other woolen items. As they knit they consider the prayer needs and then lift these before God. Once completed the shawls are brought before the church and blessed and commissioned. When the shawls are delivered there is a note of encouragement attached expressing the love and prayers of the people of First Baptist Church. If you would like to participate or contribute financially to this ministry please see coordinator Joyce Fulcher.  











We mourn the passing and celebrate the life of Lucille Mabe who went home to eternity on December 8th 2011.























I was surprised and perplexed as I examined my curious, contradictory behavior. My wife and I go each summer for a week to the �HYPERLINK "http://www.ciweb.org/"�Chautauqua��HYPERLINK "http://www.ciweb.org/"� ��HYPERLINK "http://www.ciweb.org/"�Institution� in western New York state, where we hear outstanding ministers from a variety of pulpits. I always take a notepad to the worship services and sit with pen ready to take notes. Why do I not take a notepad to the worship service when I am in my home church?


At Chautauqua, it's obvious that I expect to hear something remarkable. I want to be prepared to discuss the sermon with others later. I go with heightened expectation because the visiting minister is renowned. I go ready to hear and be inspired. Why do I not go with heightened expectations at home?


At Chautauqua, am I not engaging in a type of hero worship? Do I feel that someone who preaches in a tall-steeple church has more to say than someone who toils day after day in an unknown place? If I went to my own church with the same attitude of expectation, that something wonderful would happen there, with notepad open and pen poised, would I experience the same joy?


Jesus said, "Those who have ears to hear, let them hear" (Mark 4:9). It is my job to hear.


The preacher, no matter how brilliant or inept, cannot do the hearing for me. I am the one charged with the hard work of hearing. Even at the Chautauqua worship services, with a renowned speaker pouring out wisdom, I see attendees reading newspapers, texting, moving around and talking to a neighbor. Some seeds are falling on hard ground.


In my graduate classes, I talk to students about being prepared to learn. "Come to class with expectations," I say.


One of my professors would routinely recite an old adage: "A student who comes to class without a pencil is like a soldier going to war without a weapon." In other words, be prepared to learn. Most people do not realize that listening is hard work. Many people feel they can read or text and still listen. They are dead wrong. They can hear the words; however, hearing the words is not listening.


I like that feeling of expectation, of being prepared to learn or be inspired. I like the excitement that propels me to find a seat where I can both see and hear the speaker. I must admit that I never grow tired of those Scriptural nuances that make the stories come alive and help me remember, but I must remember to stay focused.


Jesus nailed it. Some seeds do fall among the weeds, some do fall on hard ground, but a few fall on good ground.


As any farmer or gardener knows, good ground is prepared ground. One doesn't just go out and toss seeds anywhere. The ground must be turned, enriched and often moistened. If I am to be excited by the prospects of worship in any venue, I must prepare the ground – my heart, mind and soul – to receive the seeds that will be sown. Jesus certainly shifted the burden of responsibility.


So I've changed my behavior. When Sunday morning comes, I will be in my home congregation with notepad and pen in hand. I will be there filled with expectation.


�HYPERLINK "mailto:mitchcarnell@bellsouth.net?subject=via%20EthicsDaily.com"�Mitch��HYPERLINK "mailto:mitchcarnell@bellsouth.net?subject=via%20EthicsDaily.com"� ��HYPERLINK "mailto:mitchcarnell@bellsouth.net?subject=via%20EthicsDaily.com"�Carnell� is a consultant in organizational and interpersonal communication. He is the editor of "Christian Civility in an Uncivil World" and an active lay member of First Baptist Church of Charleston, S.C.. 


He blogs at �HYPERLINK "http://www.mitchcarnell.com/"�Mitch Carnell��HYPERLINK "http://www.mitchcarnell.com/"�.��HYPERLINK "http://www.mitchcarnell.com/"�com�














